INSTANCES  of  NAVIGATORS 
who  have  reached  High  Northern 
Latitudes. 


Read  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Society,  May  19,  1774. 


AS  I  was  the  unworthy  propofer  of  the  Voyage  towards  the  North 
Pole,  which  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  thought  proper 
to  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay 
before  the  Society  fuch  intelligence  as  I  have  happened  to  procure  with 
regard  to  navigators  having  reached  high  Northern  latitudes*;  becaufe 
fome  of  thefe  accounts  feem  to  promife,  that  we  may  proceed  further 
towards  the  Pole  than  the  very  able  Officers,  who  were  fent  on  this 
deflination  tail  year,  were  permitted  to  penetrate,  notwithftanding  their 
repeated  efforts  to  pafs  beyond  eighty  degrees  and  an  half. 

I  fhall  begin,  however,  by  making  an  obfervation  or  two  with  regard 
to  the  Greenland  filhery,  which  will  in  a  great  meafure  account  for  our 
not  being  able  to  procure  many  inftances  of  nearer  approaches  to  the 
Pole,  than  the  Northern  parts  of  Spitzbergen. 

Fifty  years  ago  fuch  apprehenfions  were  entertained  of  navigating 
even  in  the  loofe,  or  what  is  called  failing  ice,  that  the  crews  commonly 
continued  on  ffiore,  and  only  purfued  the  whales  in  boats,  which  they 
cured  alfo  on  land. 

The  demand,  however,  for  oil  increafing,  whilft  the  number  of  fiffi 
rather  decreafed,  they  were  obliged  to  proceed  to  fea  in  quell  of  them,  and 

*  It  is  well  known  that  there  are  many  fuch  accounts  in  print,  but  to  thefe  I  need  not 
refer  the  Society, 

A  now 
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;ki\v  bv  experience  and  adroitnefs  feldom  fuffer  from  the  obftruftions 

of  ice  b. 

The  matters  of  fhips,  which  are  employed  in  this  trade,  have  no 
other  object  but  the  catching  as  many  whales  as  poftible,  which  as 
long  as  they  can  procure  in  more  Southern  latitudes,  they  certainly  will 
not  o-o  in  fearch  of  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  port  to  which  they 
are  to  return:  they  therefore  feldom  proceed  beyond  N.  lat.  80,  unlels 
driven  by  a  itrong  Southerly  wind,  or  other  accident. 

Whenever  this  happens  alfo,  it  is  only  by  very  diligent  inquiries  that 
any  information  can  be  procured;  for  the  matters,  not  being  commonly 
men  of  fcience,  or  troubling  their  heads  about  the  improvement  of 
geographical  knowledge,  never  mention  thefe  circumftances  on  their  re¬ 
turn,  becaufe  they  conceive  that  no  one  is  more  interefted  about  thefe 
matters  than  they  are  themfelves.  Many  of  the  Greenland  matters  are 
likewife  directed  to  return  after  the  early  fhhery  is  over,  provided  they 
have  tolerable  fuccefs;  fo  that  they  have  no  opportunity  of  penetrating 
to  the  Northward. 

To  thefe  reafons  it  may  be  added,  that  no  fhips  were  ever  lent  be¬ 
fore  laft  fummer  with  exprefs  inftrvnftions  to  reach  the  Pole,  if  pomble; 
as  all  other  attempts  have  been  to  difcover  a  N.  E.  or  N.  W.  palfage, 
which  were  foon  defeated  by  falling  in  with  land. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  fhew  that  the  inftances  of  fhips  reaching 
high  Northern  latitudes  mutt  neceffarily  be  rare,  I  (hall  now  proceed  to 
lay  before  the  Society,  fuch  as  I  have  been  able  to  hear  of  fince  the 
voyage  towards  the  N.  Pole  was  undertaken  during  laft  fummer. 

When  this  was  determined  upon,  and  mentioned  in  the  News 
Papers,  it  became  matter  of  conversation  amongft  the  crews  of  the 
guard  (hips  ;  and  Andrew  Leekie,  an  intelligent  feaman  on  board  the 
Albion  (then  ftationed  at  Plymouth),  informed  fome  of  the  officers  that 
he  had  been  as  far  North  as  844* 

When  he  was  afked  further  on  this  head,  he  faid  that  he  was  on 
board  the  Reading,  Captain  Thomas  Robinfon,  in  17  66;  and  that 
whilft  he  was  (having  the  captain,  Mr.  Robinfon  told  him  that  be  had 
probably  never  been  fo  far  to  the  Northward  before,  as  they  had  now 
reached  the  above-mentioned  degree  of  latitude. 

Havirm  happened  to  hear  this  account  of  Leekie’s,  on  my  return  to 
London  this  winter  I  found  out  Captain  Robinfon,  who  remembered  his 
having  had  this  converfation  with  Leekie,  but  faid  that  he  was  mif- 
taken  in  (uppofing  that  they  had  reached  84-2-  N.  lat.  as  they  were 
only  in  82T 

h  Thefe  particulars  1  received  from  Captain  Robinfon,  whom  I  fir  all  have  hereafter 
occafiou  to  mention. 

Captain 
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Captain  Robinfon  then  explained  himfelf,  that  he  had  at  this  time 
computed  his  latitude  by  the  run  back  to  Hakluyt  s  Headland  in  .4 
hours  •  from  which,  and  other  circumftances  mentioned  in  my  prefence 
1  f  l  two  fea  officers  they  told  me  afterwards  that  they  had  little  or 
no^ doubt° of  ^heaccuracy^of  his  reckoning.  Mr  Robinfon  likew.fe 
remembers  that  the  fea  was  then  open,  fo  that  he  hath  no  doubt  ot 
beTng  able  to  penetrate  to  83,  but  how  much  further  he  w.ll  not  pre- 

KThTs  fame  captain,  in  the  {hip  St.  George,  was,  on  the  15  th  of  June 
•  vr  1  t  bv  a  very  accurate  obfervation  with  an  approud 

Hadley’s  quadrant,  in  which  he  alfo  made  the  proper  allowance  for  the 
refraffion  b  hbh  Northern  latitudes,  at  which  tune  feemg  fqme  whales- 
r  •  f-r.  t-br?  Northward  he  purfued  them  for  five  hours,  fo  that  lie 
Sh" it  fta  was  open  to .the  Weftward  and 
E.  N.  E.  as  far  as  he  could  diftinguifh  from  the  maft-head.  His  g 
tude  was  then  8  degrees  E.  from  the  meridian  of  London. 

r  mt-cjln  Robinfon  is  a  very  intelligent  feaman,  and  hath  navigated 
the^Greenland  feas  thefe  twenty  years,  except  during  the  interval  that 
he  was  employed  in  furveying  by  the  Hudfons  Bay  Company  . 

I  could  add  fome  other,  perhaps  intereftmg,  particulais,  whic 

'in  Spitzbergen  for  the  fake  of  the  (kins  of  quadrupeds,  which  are  then 
%,ltxt  bhat  I  fcaU  ^n^r^Ho  bath  proceeded 

v;  “ 

S  the(a^  to  the 

ffiould  feem  that  he  fpeaks  of  the  latitude  oyo  j  hat 

ssa 

C  He  lived  during  this  winter  in  Queen-ftreet,  near ^ ^^l^j^regaS  to  his  having 
hath  failed,  probably,  by.  this  tune  on  journalf  if  that  evidence 

been  in  N.  lat.  8 1°  30',  in  June  1773,  he  can  prove  it  D>  J 

fhould  be  required.  This 

A  2 
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This  account  Mr.  Cartwright  had  received  from  a  brother  officer, 
Mr.  James  Watt,  now  a  lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Navy,  who  was  on 
board  Captain  Mac-Callam’s  Ihip. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  the  Admiralty  with  this  intelligence, 
iv ho  would  have  fent  for  Mr.  Watt,  but  he  was  then  employed  on  the 
eoaft  of  America. 

On  his  return  from  thence  within  the  laft  month,  Mr.  Cartwright 
introduced  a  converlation  with  regard  to  Captain  Mac-Callam  s  voyage, 
when  Mr.  Watt  repeated  all  the  circumftanceS  which  he  had  men¬ 
tioned  to  him  twelve  years  ago;  after  which  Mr.  Cartwright,  thinking 
that  1  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  the  particulars  from  Mr.  Watt  himfelf, 
was  fo  good  as  to  bring  him  to  my  chambers,  when  I  received  from  him 
the  following  information  : 

In  the  year  1751  Mr.  Watt,  then  not  quite  feventeen  years  of  age, 
went  on  board  the  Campbeltown  of  Campbeltown,  captain  Mac-Callam, 
which  (hip  was  then  employed  in  the  Greenland  fifhery. 

It  feems  that  during  the  time  the  whales  copulate,  the  crews  of  the 
Greenland  veffels  commonly  amufe  themfelves  on  Ihore. 

Captain  Mac-Callam  however  (who  was  a  very  able  and  fcientific 
feaman)  thought  that  a  voyage  to  the  N.Pole  would  be  more  interefting, 
and  that  the  feafon  being  a  fine  one,  he  had  a  chance  of  penetrating 
far  to  the  Northward,  as  well  as  returning  before  the  later  fifhery  took 
place.  He  accordingly  proceeded  without  the  leaft  obftru&ion  to  834, 
when  the  lea  was  not  only  open  to  the  Northward,  but  they  had  not 
leen  a  fpeck  of  ice  for  the  laft  three  degrees d,  and  the  weather  at  the 

fame 

•  <*  There  was  alfo  no  diftant  land  then  in  fight,  a  circumftance  which  is  confirmed  by 
ciptain  Alexander  Cluny  in  a  map  prefixed  to  a  publication  in  quarto,  entitled,  The 
American  Traveller,  printed  for  Dilly  and  Almon,  1769.  This  very  enterprizing  traveller 
was  in  Hudlon’t  Bay  in  the  year  1744,  whence  he  endeavoured  to  difcover  the  N.  W. 
paflage  by  land,  of  which  he  thus  fpeaks  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth  :  “  I  have  had 
thtf  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip  of  the  difcoveries  I  made  in  the  year  1744,  as  alio 
t{Klt  flnce  that  time  I  have  traverfed  the  whole  coalt  of  America  from  lat.  68  North  to 
s.  Cape  Florida,  and  penetrated  fome  tboufands  of  miles  Weihvard  into  the  wildernefs,  many 
“  parts  of  which  were  never  before  trodden  by  European  feet.”  He  was  accompanied 
bv  five  men  in  this  enterprize  who  travelled  upon  fnow  {hoes,  whilit  their  luggage  was 
drawn  in  a  fledge  by  three  dogs ;  Cluny  himfelf  preceded  with  a  compafs  in  his  hand. 

In  1746  he  was  in  a  Greenland  {hip  when  he  reached  83^  N.  lat.  and  nearly  in  the 
fame  meridian  with  Hakluyt’s  Headland,  which  fpot  he  hath  marked  in-  a  map  engraved 
under  his  direction ;  and  adds,  that  he  neither  law  land  or  ice. 

The  reafon  of  his  not  putting  his  name  to  the  letters  addrefied  to  Lord  Dartmouth, 
under  the  title  of  The  American  Traveller ,  was,  that  he  only  iuppbed  the  fails,  but  the 
letters  were  written  by  another  hand  from  his  materials.  He  meditated  however  a  publi¬ 
cation  of  his  American  journey  over-land  juii  before  his  death,  which  happened  about 
tour  years  ago  and  his'  papers  are  now  faid  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a  Mr.  Johnfon  at 
l  h  ’  Quebec. 
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fame  time  was  temperate ;  in  ftiort  Mr.  Watt  hath  never  experienced  a 

more  pleafant  navigation.  ,  .  ,  n  ,  , 

It  need  be  fcarcely  obferved,  that  the  latitude  ot  83-2- was  deter¬ 
mined  by  obfervation,  as  the  great  objett  of  the  voyage  was  to  reach 
the  Pole ;  the  Captain  therefore,  the  Mate,  and  young  Mr.  Watt  de¬ 
termined  the  latitude  from  time  to  time,  both  by  Davis  and  Hadley  s 
quadrants :  to  this  I  may  add,  that  their  departure  and  return  were 

from  and  to  Hakluyt’s  Headland.  •  .  . 

When  they  were  advancing  into  thefe  high  Northern  latitudes,  the 
Mate  complained  that  the  compafs  was  not  heady,  on  which  Captain 
Mac-Callam  defiHed  from  his  attempt,  though  with  reluftance  ;  knowing 
that  if  any  accident  happened,  he  fhould  be  blamed  by  his  owners, 
who  would  be  reminded  certainly  by  the  Mate  of  the  protelts  he  had 
made  a gainlt  the  fhip’s  proceeding  further  Northward.  _ 

Several  of  the  crew  however  were  for  profecuting  their  difcovenes, 
and  Mr.  Watt  particularly  remembers  the  chagrin  which  was  expreffed 
by  a  very  intelligent  feaman,  whofe  name  was  John  Kelly  ;  Captain 
Mac-Callam  alfo,  after  his  return  from  that  voyage,  hath  frequently  laid-, 
in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Watt  and  others,  that,  if  the  Mate  had  not  been 
faint-hearted,  he  poffibly  might  have  reached  the  Pole. 

Both  Captain  Mac-Callam  and  the  Mate  are  now  dead,  and  it  is  rather 
doubtful  whether  the  Ihip’s  journal  can  be  procured..  , 

It  remains  therefore  to  be  confidered  what  may  be  objected  to  the 

credibility  of  this  very  interefting  account.  . 

I  have  Hated  that  Mr.  Watt  was  not  at  the  time  this  voyage  took 
place  quite  feventeen  years  of  age,  but  I  have  alfo  Hated  that  he  o  - 
ferved  himfelf  (as  well  as  the  Matter  and  Mate),  from  tune  to  time.  Is 
it  therefore  more  extraordinary  he  fhould  remember  with  accuracy  that, 
two  and  twenty  years  ago,  he  had  been  in  N.  Lat.  83-f,  than  that  at 
the  fame  diHance  of  time,  he  might  recolleft  that  he  had  been  at  a 
friend’s  houfe  which  was  fituated  83  miles  and  an  half  from  London. 
Or  rather  indeed  is  not  his  memory,  with  regard  to  this  h^h  latitude, 
much  more  to  be  depended  upon,  as  the  circumttanee  is-  fo  much  more 

mtereHmg  ^  ^  that  jt  being  his  firfr  voyage,  and.fo  remarkable 

a  one,  Mr.  Watt  now  declares  that  he  remembers  more  particulars 
relative  to  it,  than  perhaps  in  any.  other  fmee  that  time ;  Mr.  Watt 
alfo  being  of  a  fcientific  turn,  the  high  Northern  latitude  was  likely  to 
make  a  more  flrong  impreffion  upon  him:  other  fea  officers  have  like- 

Ouebec _ I  have  made  inquiries  with  regard  to  the  character  of  this  Captain  OUrn j.  fi 

tour  different  perfons  to  whom  he  was  known,  and  they  all  concur  m  jeger“ ^  g 
as  a  man  of  ftrift  honour  and  veracity.  He  could  indeed  have  no  interclt  in  c  eeei  a 
his  readers  with  regard  to  this  point,  becaufe  his  work  relates  entirely  to  Amenc. . 


I  6  3 

wife  told  me,  that  the  circumftances  of  their  firft  voyage  are  mod  frefli 
i„  their  memory,  the  reafon  for  which  is  too  obvious  to  be  dwelt 

UPTf  *Mr.  Watt’s  recolleftion  however  is  diftrufted,  this  objeftion  ex¬ 
tends  equally  to  Captain  Mac-Callam’s  frequent  declarations,  that  if  the 
apprehenfions  of  the  Mate  had  not  prevented,  he  might  poflibly  have 
reached  the  N.  Pole  ;  and  how  could  he  have  conceived  this  unlefs  1  e 
had  imagined  himfelf  to  have  been  in  a  very  high  Northern  latitude  . 

But  it  may  be  poffibly  faid,  that  this  voyage  took  place _  above 
twenty  years  fince,  and  that  therefore  at  fuch  a  diftance  of  time  no 

one’s  memory  can  be  relied  upon.  .  . 

It  is  true  indeed  that  Mac-Callam  made  this  attempt  in  1751,  but 
Mr.  Watt  continued  his  fervices  the  following  year  in  a  Greenland 
ihip,  and  therefore,  traverfmg  nearly  the  fame  feas,  muft  have  renewed 
the  recolleftion  of  what  he  had  experienced  m  the  preceding  voyage, 
though  he  did  not  then  proceed  further  than  N.  Lat. 

This  however  brings  it  only  to  1752,  but  I  have  already  ftated,  na 
within  thefe  twelve  years  he  mentioned  all  the  particulars  above  1  elated 

to  his  brother  officer,  Lieutenant  Cartwright. 

Mr.  Watt  all'o  frequently  converfed  with  Captain  Mac-Callam  ab  u 
this  voyage  after  both  of  them  had  quitted  the  Greenland  (hips;  Mr 
Watt  rifing  regularly  to  be  a  Lieutenant  in  his  Majefty  s  feivice,  ait 
Captain  Mac-Callam  becoming  Purfer  of  the  Tweed  man  of  war. 

It  fo  happened  that  in  the  year  of  the  expedition  againft  Bell  lie, 
Mr.  Watt,  Captain  Mac-Callam,  and  Mr.  Walker  (common  y  called 
Commodore  Walker,  from  his  having  commanded  the  Royal  Family 
privateers  in  the  late  war)  met  together  at  Portfmouth,  when  they 
talked  over  the  circumftances  of  this  Greenland  voyage,  which  1 . 
Walker  was  interefted  in,  by  having  been  the  principal  owner  of  the 

Mr.  Watt’s  memory  was  therefore  again  refrelhed  with.  regard  to  all 
thefe  circumftances  :  Mr.  Walker  is  indeed  now  in  Spam,  but  is  ex¬ 
pended  to  return  very  foon,  which  if  he  fliould  do,  I  will  not  tail  to 
lay  an  account  before  the  Society  of  the  conversion  which  then  patici 

at  Portfmouth.  „  • 

Mr.  Watt  and  Captain  Mac-Callam  met  alfo  eleven  years  ago  in 

London,  when  they  as  ufual  converfed  about  the  having  reached  lo 

high  a  Northern  latitude.  .  ,  „  „  r,  ,  „ 

I  now  come  to  my  laft  proof,  which  I  received  from  Dr.  Campbell, 
the  able  continuator  and  revifer  of  Harris’s  Colleftion  of  Voyages. 

In  that  very  valuable  compilation,  Commodore  Roggewems  circum¬ 
navigation  makes  a  moft  material  addition,  fome  of  the  moft  intereltmg 
particulars  of  which  were  communicated  by  Dr.  Daillie,  who  was  a 
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native  of  Holland  e,  and  lived  in  Racquet-court,  Fleet-dreet,  about  the 
year  174 5,  where  he  pra&ifed  phyfick. 

Dr.  Campbell  went  to  thank  Daillie  for  the  having .  furnifhed  him 
with  Commodore  Roggewein’s  voyage,  when  Daillie  laid  that  he  had 
been  further  both  to  the  Southward  and  to  the  Northward  than  per¬ 
haps  any  other  perfon  who  ever  exifted. 

He  then  explained  himfelf  as  to  the  having  been  in  high  Southern 
latitudes,  by  failing  in  Roggewein  s  fleet  and  as  to  his  having  been 
far  to  the  Northward,  he  gave  the  following  account : 

Between  fifty  and  fixty  years  ago  it  was  ufual  to  fend  a  Dutch  fhip  of 
war  to  fuperintend  the  Greenland  fifliery,  though  it  is  not  known . 
whether  this  continues  to  be  a  regulation  at  prefent. 

Dr.  Daillie  (then  young)  was  on  board  the  Dutch  veflfel  employed ; 
qjj  fervice g,  and  during  the  interval  between  the  two  fiftienes,  the 
Captain  determined,  like  Mr.  Mac-Callam,  to  try  whether  he  could  not 
reach  the  Pole,  and  accordingly  penetrated  (to  the  bed  of  Dr.  Camp,- 
bell’s  recolleflion)  as  far  as  N.  Lat.  88,  when  the  weather  was  warm,  the 
fea  perfectly  free  from  ice,  and  rolling  like  the  bay  of  Bifcay.  Daillie 
now  prefled  the  Captain  to  proceed,  but  he  anfwered  that  he  had  al¬ 
ready  gone,  too  far  by  having  negleded  his  Ration,  for  which  he  fhould 
be  blamed  in  Holland,  on  which  account  alfo  he  would  fuffer  no  jour¬ 
nal  to  be  made,  but  returned  as  fpeedily  as  he  could  to  Spitzbergen. 

There  are  undoubtedly  two  objections  which  may  be  made  to  this 
account  of  Dr.  Daillie’s,  which  are,  that  it  depends  not  only  upon  his 
own  memory,  but  that  of  Dr.  Campbell,  as  no  journal  can  be  pro¬ 
duced,  for  the  reafon  which  I  have  before  ftated. 

The  converfation  between  Dr.  Campbell  and  Daillie  arofe  from  the 
accidental  mention  of  Roggewein’s  voyage  to  the  Southward;  ana  can 
it  be  fuppofed  that  Daillie  invented  this  circumftantial  narrative  on  the 
l'pot,  without  having  a&ually  been  in  a  high  Northern  latitude  ? 

If  this  be  admitted  to  have  been  improbable,  was  he  not  likely  to 
have  remembered  with  accuracy  what  he  was  fo  much  i liter e fled  aDbut, 
as  to  have  preffed  the  Dutch  Captain  to  have  proceeded  to  the  Pole  ^ 

But  it  may  be  faid  alfo  that  we  have  not  this  account  from  Daillie 
himfelf,  but  at  fecond  hand  trom  Dr.  Campbell,  at  the  ddlance  ot  thirty 

years  from  the  converfation.  .  n 

To  this  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  Dr.  Campbell  s  memory  is  mod 
remarkably  'tenacious,  as  is  well  known  to  all  thofe  who  have  the 
pleafure  of  his  acquaintance;  and,  as  he  hath  written  fo  ably  for  the 


e  He  was  a  grandfon  of  Daillie,  who  was  author  of  a  book,  much  eileemed  by  th» 
Divines,  entitled  “  De  Ufu  Patrum.” 

f  Roggewein  reached  S.  lat.  62°  30'.  See  Harris..  ,  ,  .  .  rt„  vu2r(i„ 

e  Dr.  Campbell  does  not  recoiled  in  what  capacity  he  ferved,  but,  as  he  a  terwards 

pra&ifed  phytic,  he  might  probably  have  been  the  Surgeon.  promotion 
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promotion  of  geographical  aifcoveries  in  all  parts  of  the  globe,  fucli  g  ; 
an  account  could  not  but  make  a  ftrong  impreflion  upon  him,.  elpe- 
cially  as  he  received  it  juft  after  the  firft  edition  of  his  compilation  ot 

No  one  eafily  forgets  what  is  highly  interefting  to  him ;  and,  though 
I  do  not  pretend  to  have  fo  good  a  memory  as  Dr.  Campbell,  I  have 
fcarcely  a  doubt,  but  that  if  I  fhould  live  thirty  years  longer,  and  re¬ 
tain  my  faculties,  I  (hall  recolleft  with  precifion  every  latitude  which  I 

have  already  ftated  in  this  paper.  <  . 

What  credit,  however,  is  to  be  given  to  all  thefe  narratives  is  en¬ 
tirely  fubmitted  to  the  Society,  as  I  have  ftated  them  moft  fully  With 
every  circumftance  which  may  invalidate,  as  well  as  fupport  them;  and. 
if  I  have  endeavoured  to  corroborate  them  by  the  obiervations  which 
I  have  made,  it  is  only  becaufe  1  believe  them. 

It  fhould  feem  upon  the  whole  of  the  inquiries  upon  this  point, 
that  it  is  very  uncertain  when  (hips  may  penetrate  lar  to  the  northward 
of  Spitzbergen,  and  that  it  depends  not  only  upon  the  fealbn,  but 
other  accidents,  when  the  Polar  feas  may  be  io  iree  from  ice  as  to 
permit  attempts  to  make  difcoveries  h. 

Poflibly,  therefore,  if  a  King’s  officer  was  fent  from  year  to  year  on 
board  one  of  the  Greenland  fhips,  the  lucky  opportunity  might  be 
feized,  and  the  Navy  Board  might  pay  for  the  ufe  of  the  velTel,  if  it 
was  taken  from  the  whale  fifhery,  in  order  to  proceed  as  far  as  may  be 
towards  the  North  Pole. 

h  Captain  Robinfon  hath  informed  me,  that  at  the  latter  end  of  laft  April*  a  Whitby 
fhip  was  in  N.  lat.  80,  without  having  been  materially  obltru&ed  by  the  ice. 

DAINES  BARRINGTON,  F.R.S. 
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Sold  by  Benjamin  White,  Fleet-ftretr> 


